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How to adopt a child from the People’s Republic of China

If you intend to adopt a child from the People’s Republic of China (PRC), you are required to comply with the
requirements set out by the PRC, in addition to the requirements of Singapore.

The adoption process will be longer as approval from the PRC authorities must be obtained and the adoption
must be legalised in China before the child can be brought into Singapore to legalise the adoption here. Your

presence is required in the PRC for the legalisation of the adoption in China.
You may choose to adopt a PRC child who is:

1. from a social welfare institution in the PRC
2. your stepchild

3. related to you

Applications to adopt a child from the People’s Republic of China (PRC) must be made through agencies
accredited by MSF and the Ministry of Civil Affairs of PRC, which are:

e TOUCH Family Services Ltd
e Fei Yue Community Services

Before applying to the Family Court for the Adoption

STEP 1: CHECK IF YOU MEET THE CRITERIA SET BY CHINA

Before you begin any adoption procedures, make sure you are able to fulfill the requirements set by the China
Centre for Children’s Welfare and Adoption (CCCWA).

STEP 2: ATTEND PRE-ADOPTION BRIEFING

The Pre-Adoption Briefing is compulsory. You must attend it before you identify a child to adopt or begin the

adoption process.

STEP 3: APPROACH ACCREDITED AGENCIES FOR ADVICE

You should approach one of the agencies accredited by MSF and the Ministry of Civil Affairs of PRC to handle
adoption of children from PRC, either TOUCH Family Services Ltd or Fei Yue Community Services. The
agency will advise you on whether you meet the requirements of CCCWA and the children offered by CCCWA.
The agency will also liaise with the CCCWA on your behalf.



STEP 4: APPLY FOR A HOME STUDY

If you meet the CCCWA'’s requirements and you decide to adopt a PRC child, you can register for a home

study with the accredited said agency.

A Home Study assesses your family’s readiness to care for an adopted child. It is conducted by professional

social service staff from the accredited agencies.

STEP 5 APPLY TO CHINA CENTRE FOR CHILDREN’S WELFARE AND ADOPTION (CCCWA)

When your home study is completed, the agency will authenticate the required documents with the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs.

The agency submits an adoption application, the Home Study Report and other required documents on
your behalf to the CCCWA. You are required to pay for the additional translation and administrative fees that
CCCWA charges.

STEP 6a: TO ADOPT A CHILD FROM A SOCIAL WELFARE INSTITUTION IN THE PRC

The agency will inform you of the outcome of your application. If your application is successful, the agency will
inform you when a child is available for adoption. You are expected to accept the match by the CCCWA,

rejection will only be considered on medical grounds certified by doctors in the PRC.

You have to submit an application for a dependant’s pass for the child to MSF. MSF will issue an In-Principle

Approval for the child to enter into Singapore for the purpose of adoption.
You are also required to be present in China to receive the child and legalise the adoption.

Upon legalising the adoption in China and upon returning to Singapore with your child, you must make an
appointment with MSF to obtain the Dependant’s Pass for the child. You may then proceed with the adoption
application to the Family Court and all other adoption procedures for adopting a foreign child will apply

thereafter in Singapore.

STEP 6b: TO ADOPT YOUR PRC STEPCHILD OR A PRC CHILD WHO IS RELATED TO YOU

The agency will inform you of the outcome of your application. If your application is successful, you are required

to be present in China with your stepchild to legalise the adoption.

Upon legalising the adoption in China and upon returning to Singapore with your child, you must make an
application for a dependant’s pass for the child. A DP is not required for a child with Singapore Permanent
Residency. You may then proceed with the adoption application to the Family Court and all other adoption

procedures for adopting a foreign child will apply thereafter in Singapore.

For more information about how we can help you, contact us today by calling

complete our and a member of our team will get back to you.


tel:+6563370469
https://www.gjclaw.com.sg/contact-us

